
MINUTE EXTRACT – ALLERDALE LOCAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 6 

NOVEMBER 2018:- 

39 – PROPOSED EXPANSION OF THURSBY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – People which 
provided background on the current formal consultation being undertaken by the county 
council on the expansion of Thursby Primary School. 
 
The recent housing development at Matty Lonning for 69 houses lay within the catchment 
area of Thursby Primary School. This number and mix of housing types would yield 17 
primary aged children.   
 
Thursby Primary School had the capacity to take 105 children and had 104 children on roll at 
the January 2018 pupil census. Projections showed that the school was likely to remain full, 
or nearly full, for the foreseeable future before any additional housing was considered. 
Members noted that a section 106 agreement with the developer provided £224,000 in 
funds and, along with £156,000 from council funding (Delegated Schools Grant and brought 
forward maintenance funds), sufficient monies to provide a single new classroom at the 
school were available. Class size organisation meant that it was more practical to build a 
classroom for 30 rather than a space to accommodate only the 17 pupil yield from the 
development.  
 
The officer said work would also be undertaken to establish a new main entrance to the 
school, provide additional withdrawal space appropriate to a school of this size, and 
relocate the school office to improve access and safeguarding. 
 
Should the proposal proceed the additional places at the school would be available for the 
start of the next academic year in September 2019. This would mean that some 
construction work would be taking place whilst children were in school, but the work would 
take place in a compound segregated from the children.  As much work as possible would be 
carried out during the school holidays to minimise disruption. 
 
Members had concerns about inconsiderate parking at a number of school locations within 
Allerdale, and also the increase in traffic during school drop off and pick up times and the 
safety issues which arose from this.  They requested that a report be prepared for a future 
meeting on this issue.  This was AGREED. 
    
Members supported the proposals for change, which they felt was aimed at best meeting 
expected and future levels of demand for places at the school as the result of housing 
development in the catchment area.  They asked that their views be reported to Cabinet. 
     
RESOLVED that,  

(1) the Local Committee notes the contents of the report and made comments as 
outline above; 

(2) note that the Cabinet will consider feedback from the consultation, including 
any response made by the Local Committee, before deciding on next steps. 

APPENDIX 6


